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Dear Cousins, 
In our last family association newsletter, I put forward some concerns, which I know many of you share, 
about how to move our association forward sustainably, and preserve our family legacy for future 
generations. A small number of you contacted me to express a willingness to help out, which I very 
much appreciate. 
A number of suggestions were put forward: 
 

1. Hold family reunions every other year, at least until the economic situation improves. 

2. Increase dues modestly to cover the real ongoing costs of printing and mailing the family newsletters. 

3. Move the family communications online as quickly as possible to save printing and mailing costs. Any family 

member who preferred to receive a printed copy could request to keep that coming, at least for the foreseeable 

future. 

4. Differentiate dues between those receiving an email and those receiving a hard copy of the family newsletter. 

5. Create different levels of dues to allow members to contribute at a higher level if they are willing and able. 

6. Form a family association sustainability committee to do some strategic thinking about how to make our 

association more sustainable. This might involve studying what other successful family associations are doing in 

this regard, and adapting those strategies for our own use.  

7. Find ways to engage our younger family members. It is certainly true that our elder members tend to have the 

greatest expertise and interest in genealogy, family history, and more time to devote to this important work. But if 

we are to be more sustainable, we must always be working to engage the younger generations.  

These ideas and others are worthy of serious consideration, not only by our board, but by each of us 
as we consider the importance of the precious information and history we have gathered about our 
good family and kin over the centuries. I encourage each of you to discuss this with other family 
members to raise awareness of the need for action, and to engage the best of our selves in this 
worthy enterprise.                                     
Please feel free to contact me at: fulghums@comcast.net           Thank you and Soyez Ferme! 
 

                                                                              Christian Morgan McClellan Fulghum / Seattle, WA 
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Fulgham-Fulghum Family 
National Association  

Fulgham-Fulghum Family Facts, 
Issue No. 70 

Fulgham-Fulghum Family Facts, a 
newsletter, is a publication of the Fulgham-
Fulghum Family National Association. 
(FFFNA)  The FFFNA is a private, non-profit 
educational, historical and genealogical 
research society with a mission to preserve 
and interpret family history and the 
achievements of the family through the 
ages.  The FFFNA promotes family 
interaction, stimulates interest in family 
historical events and genealogy through 
publications and instructive interaction at 
reunions with socials, exhibits, workshops 
lectures, and programs. 
Please address articles, obituaries, 
comments and questions concerning FFFF 
to the Newsletter Editor. 
 

 Officers and Executive Committees  
 
President:          
 
 
 
 
 
President Elect                 
 
 
 
 
  
Secretary-          Peggy Fulghum Wood 
Treasurer           2970 St. Johns Ave., #12G 
                          Jacksonville, FL 32205-8729 
                            (904) 389-6510  

                   WPegow@aol.com  
 
Historian-and      J. Grant Fulgham 
     Archivist         2551 Corte Tela 
                            Camarillo, CA  93010-2219 
                            (805) 482-6698 

                             jgful@roadrunner.com  
 
Assistant              James E. Fulghum 
Historian               4506 Dewfield Drive North 
                              Wilson, NC  27896 
                              (252) 291-9243 
  
Assistant              Dan N. Fulghum 
Archivist               10707 Fairview Drive 
                             Conroe, Texas  77385 
                             (281) 363-1174 

                             dfulghum@flex.net 
 
Newsletter Editor & Associate Archivist: 
                       Robert S. Fulghum 
                       2109 Westminster Court 

      Greenville, NC  27858-5553 
                       (252) 355-0615 

                     R7efulghum@suddenlink.net 
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st
 Past President: Larry Fulghum,  

                                       Raleigh, NC 
2

nd
 Past President: Pamela F. Williams 

         Roanoke, VA 

 

2009- 2010 FFFNA 
STATE REPRESENTATIVES  

on the 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

For U.S. Postal Service Addresses for 
your State Representative please 
contact the Secretry-Treasurer. 

ARKANSAS: 
Anthony B. Fulgham 
(501) 228-9509 
CALIFORNIA: 
Sue Fulgham Libby 
(530) 342-7327 
CONNECTICUT: 
Barbara L. Beall 
(203) 966-1658 
FLORIDA: 
Jane Fulghum Simpson 
(850) 385-9452 
GEORGIA: 
Woodford R. Brown, Jr. 
912-352-7833 
IDAHO: 
Patrick W. Fulghum 
(208) 378-7218 
KANSAS 
James W. Fulgum 
(316) 684-6918 
KENTUCKY: 
William C. Fulgham 
(502) 223-0617 
LOUISIANA: 
James Thomas Fulgham 
(337) 365-5670 
MARYLAND: 
Peter C. Fulghum 
(301) 824-2253 
MASSACHUSETTS: 
David W. Fulgham 
(508) 757-3373 
MICHIGAN: 
Judyth A. Porter 
(269) 273-4172 
MINNESOTA: 
Mary Fulghum Adams 
(507) 931-5605 
MISSISSIPPI: 
Hilliard Fulgham 
(662) 465-7928 
MISSOURI: 
Milton L. Fulghum, Jr. 
(636) 329-8039 
NEBRASKA: 
Troy Fulgham 
(308) 345-2210 
NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Jane Johnsen 
(603) 938-5281 
NEW JERSEY: 
Anne Koboyashi 
(732) 741-3658 
NORTH CAROLINA: 
Judy Fulghum Gay   
(919) 586-5321 
 

Board of Directors 
Continued 

OKLAHOMA 
Mary Oklah 
(405) 571-7199 
PENNSYLVANIA: 
J. Cordell Hatch 
(814) 466-6849 
SOUTH CAROLINA: 
Leonard C. Fulghum 
(843) 884-4047 
TENNESSEE: 
Mara Fulghum Sprott 
(901) 327-3725 
TEXAS: 
Dan N. Fulghum 
(281) 363-1174 
VIRGINIA: 
Libby Fulghum Crossland 
(757) 898-6114 
WASHINGTON: 
Christian M. M. Fulghum 
(206) 282-3595 

 

Officers for 2011`-2012 
  Since we did not hold a reunion 
in 2010, FFFNA and FFNFF have 
not had the opportunity to duly 
elect officers and Board Members 
for 2010-2011.  With the exception 
of the President and the President 
Elect, the Officers and Board 
Members for 2009-2010 are again 
carried forward until an official 
business meeting can be held. 
 

 

Parker Sawyer 
Brandon Fulghum 

 

Layne Clark of Wilmington and 
Rodney Sawyer of Kitty Hawk 
announced the engagement of 
their daughter, Parker Layne 
Sawyer, to Brandon Keith 
Fulghum.  She is the 
granddaughter of Mrs. Joseph 
Oliver Clark and the late 
Joseph Oliver Clark of 
Greenville, NC and Mr. and 
Mrs. George Henry Sawyer of 
Greenville. 
Brandon is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Tim Fulghum of Wilson, 
NC. 
The wedding was planned for 
May 14, 2011 in Wilmington, 
NC. 
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       In Memoriam 

Charles Brantley Ellis Sr., age 81, of 

Goldsboro, NC died Friday, Feb. 11, 2011, at 

Wake Medical Center, Raleigh, NC.  

Funeral services were Monday, Feb. 14, 2011, at 
1:30 p.m. at St. Paul United Methodist Church, with 
the Rev. Jim Harry officiating.  Interment followed at 
Elmwood Cemetery, Fremont, NC. Members of the 
Golden K Kiwanis served as honorary pallbearers.  
Mr. Ellis is survived by his wife, Betty Bryan Ellis; 
daughter, Dorothy Ellis Fox of Indiana; son, Charles 
B. Ellis Jr. of West Virginia; sister, Dorothy Gower 
of California; brothers, William H. "Billy" of 
Washington, James B. "Jimmy" and wife, Margaret, 
of Nevada, Jerry S. and wife, Mickey, of Alabama, 
Larry G. of Goldsboro, Stephen D. and wife, Gloria, 
of Rocky Mount; sisters-in-law, Frances Fields Ellis 
of Virginia, Peggy Roberts Ellis of Lenoir; 
grandchildren, Samantha E. Vash and Thaddeus K. 
Vash, both of Indiana; step-sons, Bryan T. Alley of 
Goldsboro and Charles G. Alley and wife, Dana, of 
Winston-Salem; step-grandchildren, Daniel and 
Kristen Alley of Goldsboro, Rebecca and Joshua 
Alley of Winston-Salem. He also has 136 nieces 
and nephews as well as numerous cousins and 
dear friends.  

Preceding Charles in death are his wife, Elizabeth 
Gordon Ellis; parents, John and Virginia Ellis; sisters, 
Carolyn Ellis Munn; brothers, John, Edward "Skinny," 
Robert "Bobby," Thomas "Tommy" and Richard "Bud."  

Charles was a proud man. He was proud of his name, 
proud of his parents, proud of his family, proud of his 
church, proud of his community Goldsboro and Wayne 
County and proud of his country. A good-hearted man, 
he loved us all and will be truly missed.  
 

Editor’s Note:  The previous issue of FFFF (No. 69, 

Page 3) had an article on Charles” life and his 

association with the Fulghum Family.  He had served 

FFFNA as Vice-President and President as well as 

organizing the 1997 Reunion with James E. Fulghum.  

His daughter, Dorothy, has added the following: 

“Dad fell on Monday night and hit his head on 
the brick walk. He fractured his skull and 
incurred a devastating brain injury. He was on 
life support all week and we removed it 
yesterday morning. He passed away 3 hours 
later. I know that my father loved the Fulghum's 
and was proud to be related.”  

 David Dowell Fulghum, MD age 
73, died in Bradenton, Florida on June 3, 2011.  
David was the son of Charles Bennett Fulghum, 
MD and Elizabeth Moore Fulghum.  He was born in 
Milledgeville, Georgia on November 7, 1937. 
David married Ann Owen on June 11, 1960 in 
Milledgeville, GA. 
David graduated from Georgia Military College, the 
University of Georgia and the Medical College of 
Georgia. He specialized in Dermatology.  He 
served as a Captain in the USAF during the 
Vietnam War before he went into private practice in 
Bradenton.  
David suffered a stroke that ended his medical 
practice in 1996. 
He served as president for both the American 
Cancer Society and the Manatee County Medical 
Society. While serving as commodore of the 
Bradenton Yacht Club, he founded the Crosthwait 
Tournament. He served as a board member of the 
Florida West Coast Symphony and deacon at First 
Baptist Church of Bradenton. He was a Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity member and Rotary Paul Harris 
fellow. He was also a member of the Manatee 
County Blood Bank's Gallon Club, having donated 
over five gallons. David served on many boards 
and committees too numerous to list. 
A man of many gifts, boundless energy and great 
honor, David looked for ways to invest in his 
community. While his first stroke ended his medical 
practice, it did not affect his desire to serve.  
At that point David began leading medical mission teams 
to poverty stricken areas of Peru, Ghana, Mexico, 
Thailand, Venezuela and Haiti where he would often 
treat 100–200 patients a day. David fell in love with the 
Haitian people and established the ROME Foundation 
International to build and staff hospitals and clinics in 
suffering areas.  
David  leaves  behind, Ann, his  wife of  51  years,  three 
children,   Mark,  Valerie,  and  Michael  (Mark  and  Lisa 
Fulghum,  Jon L and  Valerie Morrison,  Mike and Renée 
Fulghum)  and seven grandchildren (Sarah and Matthew 
Talbert; Elizabeth, Motte Owen and Paige Morrison; 
Wyatt and David Fulghum).  David was preceded in 
death by his parents and his brother, Charles. 
Arrangements by Shannon Funeral Home Westview 
Chapel,  A Celebration of Life was held June 6 in the 
First Baptist Church of Bradenton,  

Credit The Herald, Bradenton. 
 

Editors Note:  David was first cousin of the Editor.
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In Memoriam 
 

Beverly June Fulgham Stafford, age  81, of 
Australia died on April 7, 2010 in Mona Vale, 
New South Wales, Australia. 
 

Beverly was born on 14 June 1928 in Visalia, 
California to Raymond Carl and Mary Grace 
(Bellon) Fulgham.  She married Paul John Stafford 
on 22 September 1948 in San Jose, California. 
Paul and Bev had three children: Linda Carol 
Stafford, Paula Jeanne Stafford, and Scott Paul 
Stafford.  Beverly had a sister, Marian Joyce 
Fulgham, and one brother, Richard Leroy Fulgham. 
She also had one half-brother, Robert Raymond 
Fulgham. 
 

Sue Fulgham Libby wrote in January 2011:  “My Uncle 
has now asked that I inform the Fulgh*m Family of Aunt 
Bev’s passing.” 
 
J. Grant Fulgham wrote regarding Beverly:  “Through our 
correspondence and the time that I met her in 
Sacramento (2002 FFFNA Reunion), I felt I knew her 
well.  The family has lost one who cared, one who cared 
about our family story and took the initiative to research 
it and record it.  She will be missed.” 
 

Laura Alice Downey Fulghum, age 98 of 
Pensacola, Florida died at home on Thursday, 
June 2, 2011. 
Laura was born on April 5, 1913 in Holt, AL, the first 
child of George and Myrtle (Weaver) Downey. 
She married William Albert Fulghum on June 29, 
1939 in Birmingham, AL.  They eventually settled in 
Pensacola, FL. 
Laura focused on her family as well as on helping to 
improve the lives of others.  She was an avid volunteer 
at her church, at schools attended by her children, and 
as a community volunteer.  She was active in the 
National Council of Catholic Women and served as 
President.  She served her church and community in 
many capacities.  She was involved with the local 
chapter of the American Red Cross.  She enjoyed 
traveling and visiting different places. 
Laura was preceded in death by one son, Joseph 
William Fulghum and by her husband, George 
(September 24, 2001).  She is survived by her 
daughters: Laura A. Cohen, Margaret Faith Conway, and 
Martha Kauffman; son, William Lawrence Fulghum; 
grandchildren, Julia Black, Rachel Cohen, Kevin 
Jackson, Mark Jackson, Matthew Conway, Michelle 
Kauffman, Michael Kauffman, Elizabeth Fulghum, 
Megan Jenks, Chad Gibbs, David Gibbs; twelve great-
grandchildren. Memorial Mass was held at St. Anne 
Catholic Church, June 9, 2011. Interment in Holy Cross 
Cemetery Mausoleum. 

 
 

Johnny Fulghum of Jessup, GA with his father 
Johnny had never known his father and had 
searched for him for years.  At a FFFNA Reunion, 
we were able to find Johnny’s father in the FFFNA 
Database, leading to their meeting for the first time 
at the nursing home where his father was living. 
 

Fulgham wins over $445,000 at Riverwalk 
Casino Hotel 

VICKSBURG, Miss. -- Dionne Fulgham changed her life 
at Riverwalk Casino and Hotel on February 26th by 
winning $445,808.38 on the Monopoly Grand Hotel Big 
Event slot machine – and on only $20 !  After playing for 
only 45 minutes, Fulgham experienced bright lights and 
loud noises that can only mean one thing: big winner! 
“I was absolutely shocked. I really couldn’t believe what I 
was seeing,” says Fulgham, a frequent player at 
Riverwalk. “I started just looking forward to having some 
fun.” 
A native of Jackson, Miss., Fulgham has always enjoyed 
testing her luck at the slots.   “I think I’m still in shock and 
I’ll absolutely be visiting Riverwalk again soon!” When 
asked what she plans to do with her winnings, Fulgham 
excitedly says “The first thing I’m going to do is buy 
myself a brand new car!” 
 

Scholarship Recipient Reports 
Brittany Rovenstine, 2010-2011 FFNFF 
Scholarship recipient, has written to thank us for the 
Scholarship and to report her progress in her studies. 
Brittany writes,”I appreciate so much your financial 
assistance.  Your Scholarship has truly been a 
blessing.” 
Brittany reported that she has earned a 4.0 GPA at 
Oklahoma Wesleyan U.  She now has 46 credit hours 
toward her degree and, with classes she has taken 
during holidays and summer sessions, she will have 70 
credit hours by the end of the summer.  This will enable 
her to complete her degree requirements in three years. 
In addition, Brittany has a work-study job with the 
Financial Aid Office.   She also was involved in a number 
of extra-curricular activities, including volunteer work. 
FFNFF and FFFNA send their heart-felt congratulations 
to Brittany and our best wishes for her continued 
success in her studies and her career. 
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The Rev. Dr. Fulghum Publishes a 
Collection of His Sermons 

Charles Fulghum, an Atlanta psychiatrist, was 
ordained a deacon in the Episcopal Church in 1965 
and a priest in 1984. When asked to preach, much 
to his surprise, his sermons, filled with anecdotes 
from his life and psychiatric practice, were well 
received. Encouraged to publish a book of them, 
through the years, he did save many sermon 
manuscripts. Now, in his retirement years he has 
published a small collection of them. 
 

Charles states, “Over the years, my psychotherapy 
orientation has evolved from psychoanalytic to 
existential therapy. My psychiatric therapy means 
helping people to understand and accept the lonely 
and frustrating journey from birth to death.  In 
church, my sermons teach why we need God and 
the church. If you already know all you need to 
know about life, God, and the church, these 
sermons are not for you, but if you still have a few 
questions about life and God, some of these 
sermons may resonate with your own quest for 
absolutes.” 
 

Editor’s Note:  Charles’ sermons were helpful to me, 
particularly the sermon entitled A Sermon about Love.  
In the Foreword to the book, Dr. Theodore Runyon 
makes some important theological observations and 
states,  “. ... Charles Fulghum, by taking us into his 
congregation helps us with this book of his sermons”  Dr. 
Runyon is Professor Emeritus  of Systematic Theology 
at Candler School of Theology , Emory University,  
Atlanta, Georgia. 
 

Sermons of a Psychiatrist  by Charles Fulghum 
may be purchased from Amazon.com, about $12. 
 

 

Chase Brantley Fulghum 
Receives Degree 

 

Chase Brantley Fulghum is the son of Nancy 
Fulghum and grand-son of Jesse Fulghum & 
Helen (Evans) (Fulghum) Joy.  
 Chase completed his undergraduate 
studies at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, 
Virginia –class of 2011- on May 7, 2011.  He 
earned the B.S. in Engineering Technology 
Chase will now pursue an engineering career 
with a professional Construction & General 
Contractor company in Tidewater Virginia. 

 

Our 2011-2012 FFNFF Scholar 
Ms. Samantha DeMatteo 
of New Castle, 
Pennsylvania has been 
chosen by the 
Scholarship committee to 
receive the $1,000 2011-
2012 Foundation 
Scholarship. Samantha is 
the daughter of Todd and 
Josie DeMatteo. 
Samantha graduated from 
Neshannock High School 

in New Castle.  She is currently attending summer 
2011 in the College of Education at Pennsylvania 
State University where she is majoring in 
Secondary Education, specializing in Chemistry.  
She recognized the immense impact that one of her 
teachers had made at his untimely death and she 
plans to emulate his impact in her own teaching.  
Samantha DeMatteo has an outstanding High 
School record.  She maintained an “A” grade point 
average through out High School.  She involved her 
self in many community and educational activities 
that will be very valuable to her future teaching 
activities.  These included teaching assistant at her 
Church, a teaching assistant course in which the 
participants and assist in 5th grade classrooms; and 
she participated in Big Brothers Big Sisters 
program working with younger children. 
Samantha showed her leadership abilities as: 
Secretary of her School’s chapter of National Honor 
Society; Vice President of Student Council; and 
membership in Peer Leadership at her school. 
We see in Samantha DeMatteo a young lady with 
leadership abilities who takes time to volunteer and 
work hard in many organizations. 
The Fulgham-Fulghum Family extends their sincere 
congratulations to Samantha and wishes her well in 
her studies and work. 

 

Danielle Elizabeth Mercier Graduates 
and plans the future. 

 

Danielle Elizabeth Mercier is the daughter of 
Karen C. Mercier, granddaughter of Libby 
(Fulghum) Crossland, great-granddaughter of 
Jesse Fulghum & Helen (Evans) (Fulghum) Joy.  

Danielle completed four years at Grafton 
High School in Yorktown, Virginia -class of 2011- 
with high honors. She is planning to attend Liberty 
University in Lynchburg, VA for her undergraduate 
studies.  

 
 

Samantha DeMatteo 
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SPRING ISSUE OF THE 
NEWSLETTER ?? 

     Your Editor is sorry there was NO spring 
issue of the Newsletter.  The reason is that 
your Editor was advised to undergo Cardiac 
Artery Bypass Grafting (CABG) of two of the 
coronary arteries in March.  This required only 
six days in the hospital.  Two weeks later there 
were some secondary effects from the surgery 
(pulmonary effusions) that required another 
hospitalization of two weeks for a TALC 
treatment to assure that the effusions will not 
return.  Following this was two weeks of 
Physical Therapy rehabilitation.  Bob says, “All 
of this saved me from a future heart attack. 
Thank goodness we have a state-of-the-art, 
new cardiac hospital building and a new 
Cardiac Institute at Pitt County Memorial 
Hospital and East Carolina University. These 
are world class facilities and the Physicians 
and Staff are as good as any in the whole 
world.  I have recovered and I am doing well I 
thank everyone for their encouragement and 
prayers for me.” 
This underlines the need for the 
development of a Sustainability Committee 
and especially for the recruitment of a 
younger generation of family members 
willing to take on the responsibilities of 
filling the elected offices of the FFFNA and 
the FFNFF.   
Your Editor is pleased to announce that 
Linda F. Bruggemann is going to work with 
the Editor for the next issue of the 
newsletter to see if she would like to 
become Associate Editor and eventually the 
Editor of FFFF. 

MADE IN JAPAN 
By Lillian Natsue Uehara Morgan 

Made in Japan is the life story of a half 
American, half Japanese girl who was born 
before World War II and grew up in Japan.  
She was the daughter of an American Baptist 
Missionary mother (Sarah Frances Fulghum) 
and a Japanese physician (Dr. Nobuaki 
Uehara)  
The book is a true account of her life from 1930 
thorough the difficult and, at times, horrific war-torn 
years in Japan.  Lillian had to overcome racial 
prejudice because she was an Ainoka (Child of 
mixed marriage).  The book was written for her 
grandchildren; however; it is a fascinating read for 
adults interested in learning of what it was like for 
children inside Japan during the war years.  The 
book is well illustrated with many photographs. 
Following graduation from Seirin Koto-Gakko (high 
school) Lillian briefly attended Doshisha University 
in Kyoto.  Following receipt of Scholarships and 
meeting other requirements, Lillian was educated in 
the United States (1950-1954) at Lewis and Clark 
College in Portland Oregon where she studied 
Nursing.  She earned U.S. citizenship in 1958 and 
lived a fulfilling life as a Mother and a Registered 
Nurse.  
Lillian is a first cousin of your newsletter editor. 
 

Ordering Info. Xlibris Corp.,  About $21.00. 
Orders@Xlibris.com. 
Open Bookstore tab  

Search Xlibris for Made in Japan 
Scroll down and click on the book 
Click: Tradebook, paperback 6x9 

Click: Add to Cart 
Checkout, etc. 

 

Telephone orders: 1-888-795-4274 

 
In Memoriam 

Claudia Lee Fulghum Howard, Age 91, of Wilson, NC died August 19, 2011.  She was the 

daughter of Sidney and Claudie Boykin Fulghum, born March 18, 1920. 
Mrs Howard is survived by her daughter, Cathy H. Lamm; one granddaughter, Kimberly Lamm of Wilson; two 
sisters, Piety F. Coleman of Rock Ridge and Ruby F. Floyd of Knoxville, TN; and several nieces and nephews. 
Claudia was preceded in death by her husband, Jasper Howard; parents, Sidney and Claudie Boykin Fulghum; 
two sisters, Sally Boykin and Eula Boyette; and five brothers, Hubert, Wade, Raiford, Sidney, and Willis 
Fulghum. 
Funeral services were conducted at Marsh Swamp Original FWB Church.  Interment followed in the church 
cemetery.  Arrangements by Joyner Funeral Home in Wilson, NC.  
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First Names and Naming Patterns  
in England 

Robert S. Fulghum 
The conclusions of this article are based entirely on the 
findings of a book by Scott Smith-Bannister

(1)
 of England 

based upon his dissertation for the PhD degree.  Using 
the naming patterns disclosed in this study by Smith-
Bannister, I have added a study of the naming patterns 
that can be perceived from the names of the first three 
generation descendants of Captain Anthony Fulgham. The 
objective of this study was to extrapolate these data to the 
possible names of the parents, godparents and/or  
grandparents of Captain Anthony. 
    In his quantitative study, Smith-Bannister used samples 
from the population of several shires and towns as 
samples to discern the patterns parents used to name 
their children, especially the first and second child.  Using 
sophisticated statistical methods, he was able to discern 
the main patterns for naming children. 
    Prior to and after 1538, the date when church parish 
records were first required to be kept, Godparent’s names 
were most often used to name the children – in fact, 
godparents, thus, controlled the naming of children and 
most often named them after themselves. 
    By the late 1500’s, due to increasing motivation by the 
church, Parents were expected to provide the spiritual 
instruction formerly provided by godparents.  Due to the 
importance of this role of parents, godparents had much 
less influence on the naming of children as parents 
accepted the role of spiritual teacher and advisor to their 
children.  Thus patrilineal name sharing patterns (named 
after a male ancestor on the father’s side of the family) 
came into increased use. 
    The use of surnames as a first or “Christian” name was 
not common in the Seventeenth century.  Also, there 
appeared to be little difference in naming illegitimate vs. 
legitimate children in the mid to late Sixteenth Century. 
    First names have meaning.  Children were expected to 
live up to the meaning of the name.  In families where 
there was heavy duplication of a name, nicknames were 
often used to distinguish individuals.   
    The naming of a child after his baptismal sponsor 
(Godparents and/or parents) forged a link between the 
child and his/her sponsor.  In the Elizabethan era about 
20% of wills mentioned godchildren. This dropped to 3% 
by the 1680’s.   
    Where the same name was given to living siblings may 
have been due to the naming of children after godparents; 
however, name sharing among children of the same 
parents was decidedly uncommon. 
    In the Sixteenth Century, 84% of boys were named 
after their godfather(s) whereas in the first two decades of 
the Seventeenth Century the proportion of boys named 
after at least one godfather dropped to 77% and continued 
sustained decline after 1620.  This decline most probably 
resulted in less influence of godparents in naming 
children.  The proportion of boys named after their father 
increased, especially in the southern parishes, resulting in 
a sustained move towards naming boys after their father.  
In conclusion, Smith-Bannister found progressively more  

 

children were named after a parent between 1539 and 
1700, with a 22% increase of male children named after a 
parent in the decade 1610-1620.  The first born were more 
likely to be named after a parent. 
    Much less well-defined was the rise in the proportion of 
boys named after grandfathers.  This, however, was not 
independent of trends in the name sharing practices of 
father – son.  
    Smith-Bannister says, ”The most salient feature 
revealed by the close scrutiny of the most commonly used 
boy’s names is a richly conformist tapestry of name 
patterning.”  
    The most common first names for boys during the 
period 1600 – 1620 (as well as in all of the 16 decades 
studied for the first five names) were as follows: 

1. John 
2. Thomas or William 
4,      Richard 
5. Robert 

Further down the list for 1600 - 1620, we find: 
11. Nicholas 
12. Anthony or Matthew 
16.    Michael 

The names of the sons of Captain Anthony Fulgham, in  
birth order, were: John, Anthony, Michaell, Nicholas. 
The pattern of naming first and second sons in the first 
three generations of descendants of Captain Anthony in 
Virginia was as follows

(2)
: 

 
Captain 
Anthony 

Sons Grandsons GreatGrandsons 

 John John John 
   Anthony 
  Anthony Anthony 
   John 
 Anthony  

(no issue) 
  

 Michaell Anthony John 
   Anthony 
  Michael John 
 Nicholas Charles Charles 
   Captain Joseph 
  Nicholas Nicholas 
   Joshua 
   Joseph 

 
John and Michaell adhered rather rigidly to the established 
patterns of naming children set out by Smith-Bannister. 
    Since the name of Anthony was in the 12

th
 place in 

frequency, this may infer that Captain Anthony was 
probably not a first or second son.  However, since 
Captain Anthony named his first son John, it is likely that 
the father or grandfather of Captain Anthony was named 
John (or perhaps his godfather was named John). 
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You may Copy this form or send the following information to: 
 Peggy Fulghum Wood, FFFNA, 
 2970 St. Johns Ave #12G 
 Jacksonville, Florida  32205-8729 
Please enroll my family (household) in the Fulgham-Fulghum Family National Association (FFFNA) Mailing List.  I (we) understand that we will be placed on 
the mailing list to receive the newsletter, FULGHAM-FULGHUM FAMILY FACTS, as well as information on reunions and other events. 

In addition, I want to Join the FFFNA.  I enclose dues of $40 for the current calendar year �  (Check Boxes) This is a new �   (or) Renewal �  membership 
Name (Please print):  

 
__________________________________________Address_________________________________________City_______________________________ 
 
State______Zip___________________Phone (          )-          -             E-Mail address______________________________________________________

Association Goals: 
�...to foster and encourage Family education & fellowship. 
�...to assist, in every possible way, the preservation and communication of the Family heritage. 
�...to continue researching & recording the history of the Family, its branches and related historical events. 
�...to collect artifacts, lore and documentation for the Family archives. 
�...to sustain a program whose purpose is to put concerned Family members in touch with one another and interested groups. 
�...to serve as a means of communication between all who care about the preservation of the Family heritage and historical event stories. 
�...to continue publication of the Fulgham-Fulghum Family Facts, a wholly unique periodical publication dedicated solely to interesting historical aspects  
        of the Family; also to detail current happenings and,  in general, to inform, educate and entertain Fulgh*ms and Fulgh*m kin about the family. 
�...to raise funds through the Fulgham-Fulghum Family Foundation for it’s worthy causes, including the Foundation Scholarship Fund, the FFFNF  
        Museum-Archives-building (in which we will maintain and constantly update a comprehensive research library with books, family data sheets, 
        photographs, video tapes & documentation archives), as well as the Foundation research projects and other Foundation associated events & materials.  
 

The North American beginning of our family was in ISLE of WIGHT County, VIRGINIA in ca. 1640.  Now we have 

reunions in many states.  Of the 24 national reunions the FFFNA has held (the first in 1985 in Rock Ridge, NC) the last five 

have been held: 2005 in Annapolis, MD; 2006 in Nacogdoches, Texas; 2007 in Williamsburg,VA; 2008 in Raleigh, NC; 

2009 at Smith Mountain Lake (Wirtz, Virginia). 
 

Fulgham-Fulghum Family National Association on the INTERNET:   
Our homepage URL is:  http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~fulghum/web-text-html.htm  

One can find links to the FFFNA database in GenCircles and in Rootsweb near the center left of 
the first page.  Click on one of these links to access data and information on your ancestors and 

lineage.   
Use only the names of deceased ancestors since data on living persons is blocked for their 

privacy. 
For additional help in searching for Fulgh*m ancestors, please contact the Newsletter Editor  or the Family Archivist (addresses are listed on 

page 2).   
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